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RA Prevalence in Romania 

• No local data available 

• The estimated prevalence of RA is 0.5 –1%  

( around 150,000 patients) 

• In 2008, 20,000 patients were hospitalized  for 
RA in Romania 



Treatment  in RA 

First line therapy 

Methotrexate 
7,5-20mg/wk 

Leflunomide 
20mg/day 

Sulfasalazine 
2-3g/day 

HCQ 
400mg/day 

Gold Salts, Ciclosporine 3-5mg/kg/day 
Azathioprine 100mg/day 

Second line therapy 
- Active RA (DAS28>5,1), ESR>28mm/h, CRP>20mg/l, morning stiffness >1h, despite 

- previous treatment with minimum 2 DMARDs, for at least 12 wks each 

TNF blockers: 
Infliximab, Etanercept, Adalimumab 

Non-responders switch to one or more TNF alfa blockers  
or to Rituximab 

Certolizumab , Golimumab Tocilizumab, Abatacept 
Are available but not reimbursed 



Total Number of Patients treated with Biologics 
in Romania (2012) * 

RA 4885 

AS 1859 

PsA 913 

JIA 127 

TOTAL 7108 

* Data from National Health Insurance House 
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Romanian Registry of RA Patients 

• The aim is to obtain data for all RA patients on biologic 
therapy, related to: 
‒ Patient demographics 
‒ Disease diagnosis 
‒ Disease course & activity (DAS28) 
‒ Imaging (optional): US, Rx, MRI 
‒ Disease therapy, including non-biologic DMARD’s 
‒ Treatment efficacy (long-term) 
‒ Treatment safety (long-term) 
‒ Treatment failures 
‒ Cost-effectiveness: 

‒ Direct costs (hospitalization, medication, visits to rheumatologist) 
‒ Indirect costs (welfare, loss of productivity, absenteeism)  

 
 

 



 

 
 

• December 2011: Funding agreement for registry 
with pharma companies that have registered 
biologic therapies for RA  

• January 2012: The software provider was 
selected  

• October 2012: A demo version of the registry is 
available 

• February 2013: Registry is fully active, all patients 
with biologics prescriptions have to be registered 

 

 

Romanian Registry of RA Patients: 
timeline 



Data security  


























