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Aletaha D, et al. Clin Exp Rheumatol 2003;21(Suppl 31):S169-73




NonBiologic Era Biologic Era

Leflunomide (1998)

SS7 Rituximab

HCQ Infliximab Abatacept Golimumab
CQ Certolizumab
Gold — Adalimumab (Tocilizumab*
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CyC'A drug
AZA clinical Anakinra
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Drug Mechanism of action Approximate  Rout of Usual dose Toxic effect
time to administration
benefit
Methotrexate Inhibits DNA purine 1-2 months pos or by 7.5-25 mg once Myelosuppression,
synthesis, g injection weekly hepatotoxicity, pulmonary
adenosine- medicated fibrosis, nausea, oral
anti- inflammatory ulcers, teratogenic effects
effects
Leflunomide active Inhibits de novo 1-2 months pos Loading dose of Gastrointestinal tract,
metabolite A771726 pyrimidine synthesis 100 mg daily for 3  dysfunction,
days, followed by  hepatotoxicity, teratogenic
20 mg daily
Sulfasalizine a extracellular 2-3 months pos 2-3 g/day in a Gastrointestinal effects,
adenosine C activation twice daily dosing  myelosuppression,
of NFkB regimen hepatotoxicity, skin rash
Cyclosporine A Inhibits IL-2 production  1-2 months pos 2.5-3.5 mg/kg per  Nephrotoxicity,
and proliferation of T- day hypertension,
cells hypertrichosis, tremor,
gram hyperplasia
Hydroxychloroquine g intracellular pH and 2-4 months pos 200-400 mg/day Retinal toxicity

interferes with antigen
presentation
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